
The greenhouse seedlings are 

thriving! The violets (pictured, 

Viola pedatifida) germinated in year 

two, much to our delight and relief.  

And this compass plant (Silphium 

laciniatum) is developing a great 

root system in its cone-tainer.  

More of Sarah’s seedling “head 

shots” can be seen on the Prairie 

Plains Facebook page. 

   March is a restless time, 

characterized by urges to 

clean up, clear out, renew.  

We rake up the debris of the 

prior year to reveal fresh 

green shoots and surprise 

blossoms.  On the prairie, we 

clear the smothering thatch 

with flames, and watch the 

blackened earth spring back 

to life, with vigor, in no time.  

We plant - inside, in the 

greenhouse; outside, in fields 

of old stubble - always with 

intense anticipation.  Over-

head, in unstable skies, the 

avian migration presses on. 

It’s spring on the plains. 
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Heading out - the Sandhill Cranes came early (some were here all winter) 

and are leaving early as well.   As always, they gave us a great show.  

Thanks to The Nature Conservancy, Rowe Sanctuary and the Crane Trust  

Nature & Visitor Center for providing great viewing sites for crane watchers. 

Before & After 

At top, burning the northern (riverfront) 

border of Griffith Prairie on March 9th; 

Next, the early morning hike along the 

same site the following day. 

Below, the burned area on March 29th. 

We’ve also been burning at Bader Park, 

Bush Island, and Ratzlaff Prairie. 

Amy Jones 

A “smoke tornado” formed 

during the burn on Bush Island. 

The whirlwind of smoke 

forms when hot air rises 

quickly through cooler, low-

pressure air above.  As the air 

rises, the column of hot air is 

stretched vertically, which 

intensifies the spinning effect. 
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The March 31
st
 volunteer cleanup day at ONP, organized by Jeff Gustafson, was a great success!  Volunteers included Britt 

and Barb Bailey, Josh Paschke, Laura Rubeck, Pat Rolf, Mitzi Fox and Bryan and Nolan Landauer.  In addition, Michael 

McPhillips from Albion Scout Troop 155, was working on the trails for his Eagle Scout project - and had recruited fellow 

scouts to help.  They and two of their leaders, Tony Kusek and Todd Wynn, also contributed to the Prairie Plains cleanup  

   efforts.  Thanks to all who gave their time on that HOT spring day! 

Prairie Plains Resource Institute 
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profit, 501(c)(3) tax-exempt 

membership organization based 
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Bound for Burt County:  Loaded up with 92 barrels of high diversity seed mix 

(enough to plant 297 acres) destined for a Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) 

site near Tekamah, around 150 miles from our restoration headquarters at 

Griffith Farm.  March plantings included two in Burt County - 403 and 138 

acres; and a 76-acre site near Syracuse in Otoe County -  all WRP.   

 

  Saturday, April 28th and 

  Saturday, May 5th: 

  Guided Earlybird Hikes at  

  Bader Park, 7:00 a.m. 

  Focus:  migrating and nesting birds. 

  Details at prairieplains.org/events    

Fun Run/Walk June 2nd 

Griffith Prairie 

Details & registration form at 

www.prairieplains.org 

EVENTS 

Mike Bullerman 

Left, Sarah Bailey and the dusty business of seed mixing.  Right,  Jeff Gustafson 

flagging one of the Burt County WRP sites prior to planting. 
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Bill Whitney and Sarah Bailey attended a 

Nebraska Wildlife Society meeting at Ponca 

State Park in early March. The event included 

a presentation on the restoration of oak 

woodlands.  At left, Kent Pfeiffer and Gerry 

Steinauer discuss the effects of prescribed 

burning and selective removal of understory 

trees on the diversity of the forest plant 

community. 


